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Whose doors are opening? 

The Al Mahdi Centre 
 

 December 2015 
Portsmouth Anglican Cathedral hosted an Advent Lecture called ‘Building Bridges or 
Erecting Barricades?’ and some of the similarities and challenges facing those within the 
Abrahamic family of faith were explored.  I met Sheikh Fazle Abbas and we talked about 
the possibility of a visit from Rowans Hospice. 
 

 June 2016  
14 members of staff and volunteers visited the Al Mahdi Centre.  We were given a tour 
of the building and then we were invited to ask questions. 
 

 November  2016  
We extended an invitation to Sheikh Fazle and he visited Rowans Hospice and the Living 
Well Centre.  It was the first time he had visited and he asked us questions. 

 In response, Sheikh Fazle  asked us to consider what sort of activity could be arranged 
with a view to facilitating a visit from members of the mosque,  especially the young 
people to enable them to familiarise themselves with the hospice which would 
hopefully  attract them  to volunteer in the future. 

 

 May 2017 
Sheikh Fazle will be leading an Education session. What would you want him to speak 
about?  What would you like to know? It's open to you! 

 

 



Whose doors are opening? 



Portsmouth Synagogue 
 

 Visit to the Portsmouth Synagogue  
The opportunity began with a conversation with one of our volunteers.  

 

 November  2015 
Visit to the Synagogue by some members of staff. 

 

 January 2016  
Education session led by David Clannachan, Treasurer of the Synagogue and Education 
Officer, who talked about the Jewish Way of Life. 

 

 August 2016  
18 staff and volunteers visited. David talked about the practicalities of daily life as well as 
explaining about some of the rituals and customs. We were  encouraged  to ask any 
question we liked. 

 

 In the future 
 Another visit has been requested by staff. 
 Another of our volunteers, from another  Jewish tradition, is planning to lead an 

Education slot...watch this space! 
 

So, whose doors are opening?   Ours?  Theirs?  Or Both? 

Whose doors are opening? 


